The Ancestry of 

Concepción Rey Capdevila

Report Summary

This report is a third version, with additions, of the ancestry of Concepción Rey Capdevila, who was born in the city of Seville in 1881 and subsequently emigrated to the United States with her husband, Ramón Granados Márquez.

Initial work focused on documenting Concepción’s immediate ancestry within the city of Seville, and faced challenges resulting both from the research facilities in Seville and from the movements of the Rey family itself. With regard to the former issue, genealogical Research in Seville is hampered by the fact that all of its sacramental records are still in their parishes of origin, and the only ecclesiastical archive with any centralised holdings, the Archdiocese Archive, was closed for over a year. Regarding the latter issue, the fact that Antonio Rey and his father-in-law José Capdevila both worked in the building profession probably influenced their families’ frequent change of address; they are never to be found at the same place in any consecutive municipal census lists. Fortunately, Concepción’s birth in a census year made it possible to find her family at the address given on her birth record, determine her mother’s age, and then find her mother’s birth record after searching through over 2,000 entries for children born in Seville in 1843. This record made the rest of the research possible. The most recent additions to this report come from two marriage licence application files located in the Archdiocese Archive, those of José Capdevila and his father-in-law José Muñoz. These files contained the baptism records of both spouses as well as other information about their families.
Opportunities for Further Research
There are still some avenues of research open to continued work on Concepción’s ancestry, principally that of her father. Antonio Rey’s family leads to Sanlúcar de Barrameda, a parish whose records are known to be highly complete and well-preserved for at least 200 years before his birth; the Rey line then leads to El Puerto de Santa María, a parish which is not receptive to enquiries from researchers. Some additional research on Concepción ancestry through her great-grandmother Ana Conejero has been made possible by Ana’s baptism record, which revealed that all four of her grandparents were born in towns other than Seville. Unfortunately, Concepción’s Capdevila and Castillo ancestry appears to be out of reach, at least without considerable searching. The baptism record of José Capdevila did not name any of his grandparents or provide any information about their origins. A search in the index to wills at Cádiz revealed too many Castillo references to identify any that could at first glance be considered promising. There was a single will made by a Capdevila from Barcelona, which could have been most valuable, given the possibility that Ramón Capdevila may have married Candelaria del Castillo in her native city; but the testator was a doctor who had no sons named Ramón, and though he does not mention any of his grandchildren, it is unlikely that the family’s status would have dropped from doctor to bricklayer in just two generations, even in contemporary Spain. Surviving marriage licence files from 1809 in Seville did not include that of Ramón Capdevila, and those from 1808 have been lost, so it appears any progress with the Capdevila and Castillo families would require the discovery of the couple’s marriage record in either Cádiz or Seville.
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First Generation

1.
Concepción Rey Capdevila  was born1  on 31 Jul 1881 in the city of Seville. 
Concepción married2  Ramón Granados Márquez  on 20 Jan 1903 in A civil ceremony by proxy in the city of Seville. Ramón was born in Aracena, in the province of Huelva. 
Second Generation

2.
Antonio Rey Pozo  was born3,4,5  on 28 Jan 1835 in Sanlúcar de Barrameda, in the province of Cádiz. He was christened in its parish church on 3 February following. He married Concepción Capdevila Muñoz. 
At the font he received the names Antonio María del Rosario Juan Crisóstomo. His godparents were 
an aunt & uncle, Rafael Rey and María de las Angustías Rey.
3.
Concepción Capdevila Muñoz  was born6,7  on 7 Sep 1843 in the city of Seville. She was christened8  in its parish church of San Vicente Mártir. 
As an adult she seems to have used only the name Concepción, yet she was baptised and registered 

as María. The two names usually go together in Spain, so it's possible that her parents never realised 

that the name 'Concepción' had been left off of their daughter's official records.
Third Generation

4.
Manuel Rey  was born9  on 17 Sep 1805 in Sanlúcar de Barrameda. He was christened in in its parish church the following day. He died10  before 1881. He married11  Josefa María Pozo in 1830 in Sanlúcar de Barrameda. 
At the font he received the names Manuel María José de los Dolores del Corazón de Jesús Pedro.

He was not Christened by the regular parish priest but rather by a Friar specially licenced for the 

occasion, Friar Manuel del Santísimo Rosario, who stated he was a 'Mercedario Descalzo' at a 

monastery in Sanlúcar; he was probably related to the newborn.

5.
Josefa María Pozo  was born12,13,14  on 4 May 1808 in Sanlúcar de Barrameda. She was christened in In its parish church four days later. 
At the font she received the names Josefa María Manuela Norma.
Although their marriage record has not yet been located, Manuel and Josefa can be assumed to have 
married by 1830, for on the 1881 municipal census of Seville Josefa was shown as a resident of the 
home of her 51-year-old son, Salvador Rey Pozo. They lived in the same building as Antonio Rey and 
his family.
6.
José Capdevila 15  was born16  on 16 Jan 1810 in Seville. He was christened17  in its parish church of Omnium Sanctorum two days later. He died18  before 1881. He married19  Francisca Muñoz on 27 Jul 1837 in Seville's parish church of San Vicente Mártir. 
At the font he was given the names José María Ramón Francisco de Paula Antonio.

Clearly San Vicente was the home parish of Francisca's family, not of José's. He was not baptised 

there and no other Capdevilas ever appear in its records, not even as godparents to José's children. 

But the marriage licence indicates he had lived in the parish for many years. He stated that he had 

lived in the parish of San Vicente since he was 6 years old. 

José initiated the paperwork for a marriage licence on 17 June 1837. He asked to be dispensed from 

the usual fees due to poverty, and the priest of San Vicente confirmed that José was 'a mere day 

labourer, working as a bricklayer, who makes 6 reales a day and with that supports his mother, a 

poor widow.'

José's marriage was delayed by allegations brought by Manuela Lamaza, who produced a baptism 

record from the city's church of Santa María Magdalena showing that she and José Capdevila had a 

son, also named José, born on 23 May 1835 and baptised five days later. The child is referred to as 

legitimate and Manuela alleged that José had promised to marry her and was supposed to be taking 

care of the paperwork to that effect. In the end it appears that Manuela was unable to prove either 

the existence of a marriage or that José had made any promises in that sense, and the existence of 

the child did not impede his ability to marry, so he received authorisation to marry Francisca Muñoz. 

José and Francisca's address is first given in the 1842 baptism of their son Manuel, when they were 

stated to be living at Calle Ancha de San Vicente, Nº 2. They were still living there in 1843, but by 

1845 had moved elsewhere in the parish, to Calle Rompeserones Nº 6. From 1847 through 1849 they 

were at Plaza de la Gavidia, Nº 4. There are no more children of theirs among the Parish of San 

Vicente Baptisms, nor can a death record be found at that parish for José Capdevila, José Muñoz or 

Ana María Conejero. It seems likely that around 1850 the entire Capdevila-Muñoz family moved, 

perhaps only a few streets away, but administratively outside the boundaries of San Vicente. They 

were not living at any of these addresses in 1865, the year of Seville's first surviving municipal census.

In 1842 José was referred to as an 'albañil'; in 1843, 'alarife', and by 1849 'Maestro Alarife'.

7.
Francisca Muñoz 20,21  was born22,23  on 3 Feb 1816 in the city of Seville. She was christened in its parish church of San Vicente Mártir. She died24  after 1881. 
She was christened with the names Francisca de Paula Antonia Ynes Blasa. Curiously, her godparent, as well as that of her sister Micaela (born 1818) and the witness at her parents' wedding, was someone named Francisco Antonio Caldevilla. It seems unlikely though that he was related to the Capdevila family as the two surnames look similar but sound noticeably different.

A notation in her marriage licence states that she was living with her uncle Leandro Conejero as her 

parents had moved to a different dwelling in the parish of San Lorenzo.  

The marriage record states that prior to the wedding Francisca had received her father's consent to 

marry and that the third reading of the Banns in church at each week's Sunday service had been 

skipped due to dispensation received from the Diocese.

Fourth Generation

8.
Antonio del Rey  was born25  in Puerto de Santa María (Cádiz). He married Salvadora Maldonado. 
9.
Salvadora Maldonado  was born26  in Sanlúcar de Barrameda. 
10.
Vicente Pozo Hernández 27  was born28  in Sanlúcar de Barrameda. He married29  Josefa Muñoz Halcón in 1799 in Sanlúcar de Barrameda. 
11.
Josefa Muñoz Halcón 30  was born31  in Sanlúcar de Barrameda. 
Vicente and Josefa are named on the 1881 municipal census of Seville as the parents of Josefa Pozo; 
but the elder Josefa's surname is not given.
12.
Ramón Capdevila 32  was born33  in the city of Barcelona. He died before 1837. He married Candelaria del Castillo. 
Unfortunately nothing about Ramón's parents or his origin is said in the baptism record of his son 
José.
13.
Candelaria del Castillo  was born34  in the city of Cádiz. She died35  after 1840. 
Presumably she was the same person as the María Candelaria del Castillo who acted as godmother at 
the christening of José María Capdevila in 1840, although the priest who wrote the entry did not 
specify that the person referred to was the child's grandmother.
14.
José Muñoz 36  was born37,38  on 19 Nov 1792 in the city of Seville. He was christened in its parish church of Santa Catalina the next day. He died after 1837. He married39  Ana María Conejero on 18 Jul 1813 in Seville's parish church of San Vicente Mártir. 
He was christened as José de la Cruz Manuel de las tres caídas Crispín Baltasar de Jesús.
In 1837 José, a shoemaker's assistant, was said to be extremely poor, with five underage children; 
his wife took in washing to help the family make ends meet.
15.
Ana María Conejero 40  was born41  on 7 Apr 1791 in the city of Seville. She was christened in its parish church of San Andrés Apóstol three days later. 
Fifth Generation

28.
José Muñoz 42,43  died after 1813. He married María Baca. 
José was a shoemaker's assistant. He was still alive in 1813, when he appeared before the 
ecclesiastical authorities to sign consent papers for the marriage of his son.
29.
María Baca .
30.
José Conejero 44,45  was born46  in the city of Seville. He married Inés Cornejo. 
José was a carpenter working on carriages. He was still alive in 1813, when he gave consent to his 
daughter's marriage.
31.
Inés Cornejo 47,48  was born in the city of Seville. 
Sixth Generation

60.
Antonio Conejero 49  was born in Marchena (Seville). He married María Baena. 
61.
María Baena 50  was born in Arahal (Seville). 
62.
Juan Cornejo 51  was born in Estepa. He married Antonia López. 
63.
Antonia López 52  was born in Trujillo. 
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